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Your CERF Pension and
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related in any way.
Receiving a pension
from CERF does not
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Security.
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RMD
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pertains to your pension,
call CERF at (877) 6322373. Or call Empower
Retirement at (877) 8951394.

Spotlight: Sharon Schlager
Some people retire but don’t stop working.
Case in point: Sharon Schlager, the retired
Lewis County Clerk. After some 40 years
with the county, she decided it was time to
step down in 2014 at age 61. But she’s
hardly idle these days, as she and her
husband Jim raise registered Angus cattle.
This second career keeps her busy, to say
the least. “I love it,” she says. “I’ve always
loved the outdoors.” In addition to working
with her husband, she and her three sisters
attend Women in Agriculture conferences
around the country. She’s got a full life, and
is grateful her health allows her to stay busy.
Sharon’s first county job was in 1973 in the Collector’s office. Soon after,
Clerk Linton Jenkins offered her a job in voter registration. She continued
doing that until he retired. She served as deputy clerk under three people, and
eventually ran for Clerk in 1990. She was clerk for 24 years.
“I loved it all,” she says. “I liked working with the public. I loved the math and
the accounting part of the office. I became friends with all the commissioners.”
She says a reason she succeeded on the job so long is that she tried to stay
bipartisan. She thinks remaining neutral is essential for the County Clerk in
overseeing elections.
Now that she’s retired from the county, she’s drawing two pensions: CERF
and LAGERS. In her own experience and in talking to others, Sharon notices
that it’s possible to retire at the same or even a higher salary.
What has the CERF pension meant to her? “Oh, man, it’s awesome! It’s
helped us get through some rough times.” She also recommends the CERF
Savings Plan: “I highly recommend people get on the CERS Savings Plan.
Every young person needs to be on it.” She remembers telling Road and
Bridge employees they should be in the savings plan. “I’d show them what
mine had built to. I’d say, ‘You guys are young. You should be doing this.’”
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Retirement is wonderful. It’s doing nothing without worrying
about getting caught at it. – Gene Perret

